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Purpose:

The purpose of this policy is to manage any head lice infestation with in Glenroy Specialist School in line with the DET School Policy and Advisory Guide.

Aims:
1. To encourage parents/guardians to take primary responsibility to detect and treat head lice.

2. To minimise infestation throughout the school

3. To respond to reports of head lice quickly and effectively

4. To provide support for staff, students and their families in the prevention, recognition, spread and treatment of head lice

Implementation:

      
Information

      
Up-to-date information will be given to families as the need occurs:
· Understanding of how head lice survive and are spread
· Comprehensive advice about the use of safe treatment practices which do not place the students’ health at risk.
Procedure

On school entry the parent/guardian of each student will be asked to sign a consent form approved by the Department of Education and Training, allowing a trained person approved by the Principal and School Council to examine the student, should the need arise. If a student is thought to have head lice, this person will examine the child in a sensitive manner.
If live head lice are found, at the conclusion of the school day the student will be given a note to take home to inform the parents that the student is believed to have head lice. After this note is sent home, students with live head lice will not attend school until the school is informed in writing that treatment has commenced. The presence of eggs in the hair is not cause for exclusion.
The Principal will notify parents via the newsletter when head lice have been detected but no student or sub-school will be identified.
The Assistant Principal will act as a resource/support person who parents/guardians can contact at the school.
Evaluation:
· Review: Triennially
· Ratification by School Council:  15 October 2018

